
	Consultation Response Form

	Your name:





	

	Organisation 

(if applicable):
	

	Email / Telephone number:

	

	Your address:
	

	
Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, 
on the internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your 
response to remain anonymous, please place a tick in the 
box: 
	


	PARTS 2 - 4: 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INDEPENDENT FOSTERING SERVICES PROVIDERS

· General requirements on independent fostering services providers

· Independent fostering services providers who have died or are liquidated

· Designation of responsible individual by Welsh Ministers

	Are the requirements in these parts of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in these parts? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	PART 5: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCAL AUTHORITY FOSTERING SERVICES PROVIDERS


	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.   

	

	PART 6: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS ON INDEPENDENT FOSTERING SERIVES PROVIDERS AND LOCAL AUTHORITY FOSTERING SERVICES PROVIDERS


	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	PART 7: POLICIES, PROCEDURES AND OTHER STANDARDS 

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.   

	

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	PART 8: HEALTH AND EDUCATION 


	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.   

	

	PART 9: PREMISES, FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 



	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.   

	

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.
Agree

☐
Tend to agree

☐
Tend to disagree

☐
Disagree
☐
Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.   
Agree

☐
Tend to agree

☐
Tend to disagree

☐
Disagree
☐


	PART 10: SUPPORT FOR FOSTER PARENTS

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers and foster parents? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	Are the requirements in this part right of the draft Regulations for local authority fostering services providers and foster parents?  If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary please explain within the box below. 

Agree

☐
Tend to agree

☐
Tend to disagree

☐
Disagree
☐
Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary please explain within the box below.   
PART 11: STAFFING
Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

Agree

☐
Tend to agree

☐
Tend to disagree

☐
Disagree
☐
Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.   


	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary please explain within the box below.   

	

	PART 12: DUTIES OF RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS 



	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft statutory guidance adequately support independent fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	

	PART 13: DUTIES OF LOCAL AUTHORITY FOSTERING SERVICES MANAGERS

	Are the requirements in this part of the draft Regulations right for local authority fostering services? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below. 

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Does the draft code of practice adequately support local authority fostering services providers in how they may comply with the requirements in this part? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary please explain within the box below.

	

	PART 14: ESTABLISHMENT OF FOSTERING PANELS

	Are the provisions in this part of the draft Regulations right for independent fostering services providers and local authority fostering services providers? If you think there is anything missing or unnecessary, please explain within the box below.

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Do you agree with the new requirement to establish a central list (draft regulation 87)? If you have any comments on this requirement, please use the box below.   

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Do you agree with the arrangements for a two-stage assessment process for prospective foster parents (draft regulation 91)? If you have any comments on these arrangements, please use the box below.

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	Do you think there is a need for good practice guidance to support fostering services providers implement the provisions in this part of the draft Regulations? If so, please explain in the box below what you think this guidance should cover.  

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	OFFENCES

 

	Is the approach taken in relation to offences within the draft Regulations (regulation 14 in relation to independent fostering services providers and regulation 78 in respect of responsible individual) sufficient and proportionate?  If not, please explain below.

	Agree

☐
	Tend to agree

☐
	Tend to disagree

☐
	Disagree
☐

	

	PENALTY NOTICES


	Is the approach in relation to penalty notices, as illustrated at Annex A, sufficient and proportionate? Are the levels of penalty appropriate? If not, please explain below.

	Agree

☐
Tend to agree

☐
Tend to disagree

☐
Disagree
☐


	PLACEMENTS BY VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS



	Are we correct in our understanding of the way Part VI of the 2003 Regulations might have been used in practice, and in our conclusion that these provisions are redundant and can therefore be repealed? 
Please comment in the box below. 

	   

	INDEPENDENT REVIEW MECHANISM



	We would welcome your views on the future of independent reviews of determinations (IRDs) and the Independent Review Mechanism (IRM).  In giving your views, please consider the following questions: 

· Is there a continuing need for independent reviews of determination for fostering?  

· Would there be any disadvantages to removing the requirement for an independent review of determinations for fostering?

· Should we retain the current arrangements for independent reviews supported by an IRM?  Please give reasons for your answer.

· Are there new or alternative arrangements which could be put in place for reviewing qualifying determinations for fostering?  If so, what could those arrangements be?  

· If you want to propose new or alternative arrangements, please be as specific as you can about how those arrangements might work in practice, and explain how any proposals would demonstrate transparency, independence and promote fostering.  



	Please comment: 


	Other Questions


	We have identified a number of costs/benefits/risks related to these draft Regulations.  

Do the costs/benefits/risks referenced in this consultation document give a reasonable account of the level of impact of the draft Regulations?  Are there any additional costs/benefits/risks that you feel have not been considered or identified?’ 



	Please explain: 



	The Welsh Government is interested in understanding whether the proposals in this consultation document will have an impact on groups with protected characteristics. Protected characteristics are: age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex, and sexual orientation.

Do you think that the proposals in this consultation will have any positive impacts on groups with protected characteristics? If so, which and why/why not?

	Please explain: 



	We would like to know your views on the effects that these proposals would have on the Welsh language, specifically on 

i) opportunities for people to use Welsh and

ii) on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  

	Please explain: 



	Please also explain how you believe the proposed policy could be formulated or changed so as to have:

i) positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language, and 

ii) no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  



	Please explain: 



	We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space to tell us about them.

	



